Uptown Clats

\Rescue, TNR, and Adoptions

Determining feral-cat numbers and setting goals for management of feral cats can be especially
challenging because it is difficult to know the number of cats in the community, feral or otherwise. If
you are trying to set goals for TNR, but are having a difficult time coming up with how many cats must
be trapped, there is a simple formula to give you a rough estimate.

1. First, figure out the total number of households in your community. Take the human population
and divide by 2.67 (the example below ilustrates the average number of people per household

estimated by the U.S. Census Bureau in 2000 and 2008).

2. Then, figure out the approximate number of pet cats in the community by multiplying the
number of households by .66 (this number was determined using national figures). (From AVMA U.S
Pet Ownership & Demographics Sourcebook, 2002).

3. It has been estimated that, before any spay/neuter programs are implemented, feral cats equal
about 40% of the total cat population (Source: Merritt Clifton, Animal People) Note that this is
only a very rough ballpark figure. So, to get a loose estimate of the feral-cat population, take
the number of pet cats in your community and multiply by .4 (40%).
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